DUAL LICENSURE OPTION: Elementary Ed. and Special Education

Did you know you could complete programs leading to two licenses in four years?

Students majoring in elementary education are encouraged to consider the dual licensure option in Elementary Education and Special Education.  By doing both, you will be more marketable, have flexibility in teaching options, and most importantly – be a better prepared educator to make a difference in the lives of young people.
This is a Special Advising Announcement for students interested in majoring in elementary education and special education:
If you are interested in teaching at the elementary school level and working with children with learning problems (attention deficits, learning disabilities, and mild behavior problems) it is possible to get two licenses when you graduate if you select your courses carefully.  

How? 

· Major in Special Education (General Curriculum Track)

· Take Praxis exams for Special Education and Elementary Education

You will then be recommended for licensure in elementary education and special education and qualified for jobs in both fields.

· The Elementary Education license will enable you to teach in an elementary classroom grades K-6

· The Special Education license will enable you to work in elementary, middle, and high school classes with children who need additional support and modifications to succeed in the Standard Course of Study Curriculum. It may involve team teaching with general education teachers, pullout or resource positions working with small groups of students, and study hall/lab settings for children struggling with their class work. 

For more information:

· Contact Ms. Tanya Croom (croomt@uncw.edu) or Dr. Marcee Steele (steelem@uncw.edu).

· Students interested in working with students with more severe disabilities should contact Dr. Linda Mechling (mechlingl@uncw.edu)

Additional information:

· The Watson School of Education web page. Click on the advising link and select the Program Sheets for Special Education (www.uncw.edu/ed/advising), or special education link (www.uncw.edu/ed/ecse/sped).

